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Information provided here is subject to change. 

 

Objective: 

Vision: Provide an aspirational environment integrated into the T&MW Conference tailored for 
developing professionals.      

Target Audience: Students and professionals (up to 15-years experience) working in mine waste 
from across the industry. 

Long term objective: An interactive symposium on the Sunday afternoon before the T&MW 
Conference that would become a staple element of the conference, with a diverse group of 
speakers. The first symposium was held at the 2024 T&MW conference in Denver and was 
attended by over 40 participants with positive reception.  

 

Course Summary: 
 
Expected Learning Outcomes and Benefits: 

For attendees: 

• Awareness and influence of current trends in the mine waste industry 

• Understand skills and attributes required for tailings industry professionals 

• Appreciation of career opportunities within the mine waste industry 

• Relationship/network development 

For industry at large: 

• Engaged developing professionals 

• EoR/RTFE pipeline 

• Relationship/network development 

• Provide insights into the skillsets and experience needed by operations today 

• Feedback loop to academia 



 
 

Detailed Course Description: 

 

Topic Description 

Intro and Welcome • Brief Introduction to session and facilitators  
• Overview of course objectives and overall vision 
• Review of ground rules 
• Discussion of current industry trends and context  

Conference 101 

 

• Overview of conference etiquette and best practices 
• What are you trying to get out of this conference? (SMART goals, 

expectations) 
• Exploring other ways to contribute 

Power Skills 
Development 

• Interactive session: what is an engineer? 
• Understanding generational shifts, what’s changed, how to recognize 

differences, and what works best for you 
• Development frameworks 

Mentoring and 
Coaching 

 

• Types of mentoring relationships 
• What a good mentoring relationship looks like 
• Unsolicited advice & radical candor 
• Receiving and leveraging feedback 

Career opportunities • Different careers and drivers 
• Work/life balance 
• Q+A 
• Top 10 advice  

Close-out • Closing remarks 
• Participant feedback opportunity 

 

  



 
 

Presenters: 

 

 
Benjamin Schmidt 
Vice President, WSP 
 
Benjamin is a civil engineer with more than 15 years of experience with 
geotechnical, civil, mining, and construction projects. His mining experience focuses 
on civil and geotechnical design, construction quality assurance, and operational 
support for tailings storage facilities, waste-rock stockpiles, and heap leach facilities. 
Benjamin's responsibilities include geotechnical engineering, design, and Engineer 
of Record services. He also leads a team of approximately 60 engineering and 
laboratory professionals in Denver, Anchorage, Madison, and other satellite offices. 
 

 

 
Caius Priscu 
Principal, Priscu and Associates and Adjunct Professor, UBC 
 
Specialist civil geotechnical engineer with over 35 years of experience in dams, 
embankments and earthworks, from concept studies to detailed engineering to 
construction management, operation and surveillance, closure and rehabilitation. 
Strong technical focus on mine waste and mineral residue management, dam safety, 
dam engineering (water and tailings), portfolio risk management, geotechnical 
engineering for tailings facilities and mining operations. Mine closure, rehabilitation 
and closure plan preparation. 
 

 

 
Chris Sonntag 
Manager Technical, BHP 
 
Mr. Chris Sonntag, P.Eng., is the Manager of the Technical Team for BHPs Legacy 
Assets Portfolio. Curiously collaborating with some of the best people the industry 
has to offer all striving towards safe and sustainable mine closure and having a blast 
while doing so. Chris’s experience spans geotechnical, environmental and civil 
engineering, project and construction management, focusing on civil infrastructure 
projects, TSFs, surface water management, and geotechnical, hydrogeological and 
contaminated site investigations. Chris also has experience spanning various 
industries including infrastructure, mining, oil and gas, and the private sector. 
 

 



 
 

 

 
Ezra Coyle 
Tailings Engineer, SLR Consulting 
 
Ezra has more than 15 years’ experience working on mining geotechnical projects 
within Australia, Malaysia, PNG, Canada, the US and New Zealand. His experience 
includes design and construction of tailings storage facilities, water dams, waste 
dumps and open pits in both mining owner and consulting environments. His areas 
of interest include upstream tailings facilities, static liquefaction, advanced 
laboratory testing, CPTu and in-situ tailings investigation, numerical modelling, 
PSHA, and TSF instrumentation and automation. 
 

 

 
Jean Kugel  
Senior Geotechnical Engineer, BGC Engineering 
 
Jean is a Senior Geotechnical Engineer with 15 years of consulting experience 
working on geotechnical, mining, civil, solid waste, and construction projects. Her 
core areas of expertise include engineering analyses, design, and project 
management for multi-disciplinary tailings and mine waste management projects. 
Her strengths include managing / developing teams and advanced geotechnical 
laboratory testing / interpretation. Jean is a licensed professional engineer in the US 
(CO, SD, NM) and Canada (AB). She was an organizer and presenter for the first 
Developing Mine Waste Professionals Symposium at Tailings and Mine Waste in 
2024. 
 

 

 
Joseph Scalia IV 
Associate Professor of Civil & Environmental Engineering, Colorado State University 
 
Dr. Scalia is a geoenvironmental engineer and Associate Professor of Civil & 
Environmental Engineering at CSU and the CSU Site Director for the Tailings Center. 
His research and teaching focus on tailings, mine waste and groundwater 
stewardship. He is an associate editor for the Journal of Geotechnical & 
Geoenvironmental Engineering and Geotextiles & Geomembranes, as well as an 
editorial board member of Canadian Geotechnical Journal and Geosynthetics 
International. He was an organizer and presenter for the first Developing Mine 
Waste Professionals Symposium and has undertaken the chairperson role for the 
Tailings and Mine Waste conference. 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 
Parnian Azhdari 
Chief Civil Engineer, Tailings Technology, Freeport-McMoRan 
 
Parnian is a Chief Geotechnical Engineer with over eight years of experience in 
tailings management, specializing in operations, monitoring, and project 
management. Her work spans studies and construction of tailings facilities, 
collaborating with regulators and consulting firms. With an academic background in 
mining, rock mechanics, and geotechnical engineering, Parnian has focused on 
innovations in tailings management to improve mine waste practices. Currently, she 
serves as the Responsible Tailings Facility Engineer. She was an organizer and 
presenter for the first Developing Mine Waste Professionals Symposium at Tailings 
and Mine Waste in 2024. 
 

 

 
Sam Abbaszadeh 
Technical Practice Lead, Tailings, Mine Waste and Closure, Stantec 
 
Sam has nearly 20 years of broad experience in multiple industries, as well as with 
complex and international multidisciplinary design and construction projects. Sam 
has supported a number of other TSFs, HLFs, and dams in South America, Australia, 
Asia, and North America. As an enthusiastic researcher, Sam has published and 
presented technical papers and short courses at various national and international 
conferences. He was an organizer and presenter for the first Developing Mine Waste 
Professionals Symposium at Tailings and Mine Waste in 2024. 
 

 


